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What  a  Fight  to  a  Finish  Means. 

By  C.  F.  Ryder. 
A  letter  in  the  Fifteenth  Week  of  the  War. 

THE  KAISER,  we  are  told,  will  never  consent  to 
make  peace  save  as  conqueror.  Well,  I  for 
one  choose  to  believe  that  the  Kaiser  is  enough  of  a 
gentleman  and  has  sufficient  regard  for  Christianity 
— as  Christianity  has  been  understood  by  rulers  since 
the  days  of  Constantine — to  recognise  when  to  put  the 
welfare  of  his  subjects  before  his  own  dignity  and 
natural  pride.  Of  a  truth  no  sovereign,  except, 
perhaps  Napoleon,  has  ever  been  better  served  by 
his  army,  and  when  we  read  Low  in  one  regiment 
55  out  of  60  officers  fell,  and  how  another— of  the 
Guards — fought  until  out  of  3,000  there  were  only 
100  sound  men  left  to  surrender,  we  may  surely 
appeal  to  the  Kaiser's  honour  as  an  officer  to  spare 
a  remnant  of  those  who  have  shown  him  such 
superb,  such  fanatical  devotion?  Lastly,  the 
campaign  in  Belgium  and  France,  whatever  we  may 
think  of  its  moral  aspects,  will  live  for  all  time  in 
the  pages  of  military  history  as  a  remarkable 
example  of  German  thoroughness  and  self-sacrifice. 
Indeed,  if  defeated,  Germany  will  assuredly  not 
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be  disgraced,  since  German  strategists  could  not 
possibly  foresee  the  apparent  utter  collapse  of 
the  Austrian  army  with  its  dire  results  to  them- 
selves. Of  course,  the  terms  on  which  Germany 
could  now  obtain  peace  might  be  regarded  as 
humiliating,  but  when  your  enemies  outnumber 
you  by  six  to  one  and  have  such  full  control 
of  the  sea  that  they  can  very  largely  impede 
the  supply  to  you  of  many  things  necessary  in 
warfare,  you  cannot  expect  to  have  things  your  own 
way.  Thus  Germany,  having  by  bad  luck  or  ill 
management  the  sentiment  of  the  whole  world  and 
the  arms  of  half:  Asia,  half  Africa,  and  two-thirds  of 
Europe  against  her,  has  now  to  consider  whether 
she  will  continue  to  fight  until  the  Empire,  the 
Dynasty  and  the  propertied  classes  are  drowned  in 
blood  and  Socialism  rises  triumphant  from  the 
deluge,  or  whether,  her  honour  and  military  fame 
being  safe,  thanks  to  the  heroic  devotion  of  her 
sods,  she  will  agree  to  compensate  Belgium  by  the 
transfer  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine,0  consent  to  help  in 
the  creation  of  a  new  Kingdom  of  Poland,  be  willing 


*  The  writers  in  these  From  War  to  Peace  Pamphlets  give  free  expression 
to  their  individual  views.  Though  agreed  on  the  great  need  for  a  Conference 
of  the  Neutral  Powers,  on  other  points  they  differ,  and  it  is  felt  that  a  happy 
issue  out  of  this  terrible  war  can  only  be  reached  by  the  mo>t  free  expression 
of  opinion.  For  this  r<  ason  the  proposal  that  Belgium  should  be  compensated 
by  the  transfer  of  Alsace '  and  L<»rraine  to  Belgium  is  published,  though  to 
the  Editor  it  is  unthinkable  that  ihese  provinces  should  not  be  restored  to 
France. 
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to  surrender  Heligoland,  half  her  fleet  and  all 
her  colonies  to  Great  Britain.  Terrible  terms,  you 
will  say,  but  many  an  Englishman  who  remembers 
his  descent  from  the  "  Teutonic  hordes  "  of  Saxons 
and  Angles  hopes  and  prays,  quite  unselfishly, 
that  Germany  may  accept  a  humiliating,  but  not 
degrading,  peace,  rather  than  continue  a  struggle 
which  can  only  result  in  "  red  ruin  and  the  breaking 
up  of  laws." 

France,  of  course,  wanting  revenge  and  fighting 
to  recover  Alsace  and  Lorraine  would  strongly 
oppose  any  surrender  of  these  provinces  to  Belgium 
with  a  view  to  making  the  latter  a  real  buffer  state. 
Well,  this  creation  of  a  buffer  state  seems  essential 
to  the  future  peace  of  Europe,  but  France  may 
reasonably  expect  to  get  compensation  for  the  blood 
and  money  spent  and  for  the  ruin  wrought  in  the 
north-east,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  she  undertook 
the  war  at  the  behest  of  Russia,  and  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  Belgium,  the  British  army  and  her 
own  African  troops — who  are  always  in  the  forefront 
of  the  battle — she  would  now  in  all  likelihood  be 
lying  prostrate  at  the  conqueror's  feet.  If  she 
cannot  have  territory  France  must  have  cash,  while 
England  must  content  herself  with  the  German 
colonies — for  what  they  are  worth — with  Heligoland 
and  half  the  German  fleet,  or  the  money  which 
represents  its  value  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
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The  writer  is  aware,  of  course,  that  peace-making 
on  paper  and  peace-making  in  fact  are  very  different 
things,  and  that  an  infinite  number  of  objections 
may  be  raised  to  the  satisfaction  of  Belgian  claims 
by  territory  instead  of  by  cash.  His  answer  to  his 
critics  is,  simply,  that  the  present  war  is  so  fright- 
fully expensive  and  so  terribly  exhausting  that  it 
may  ay  ell  be  physically  impossible  for  Germany, 
with  her  Colonies  conquered,  her  trade  captured,  and 
half  her  manhood  slain,  to  pay  any  very  large 
indemnity.  We,  the  Allies,  might,  indeed,  treat  all 
Germans  as  convicts,  and  put  them  to  hard  labour 
for  our  benefit,  but  a  generation  which  regards  with 
aversion  imprisonment  for  private  indebtedness — 
even  when  the  debtor  is  wilfully  recalcitrant — could 
scarcely  countenance  the  dragooning  to  this  extent 
of  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  fellow  creatures  and 
fellow  Christians. 

Because  Russia  has  several  millions  of  men  in  the 
field  it  by  no  means  follows  that  she  is  indisposed 
to  peace,  following  as  peace  would  do  upon  a  war 
which  has  been  waged  with  such  success  as  to  free 
her  for  generations  from  the  fear  of  German  aggres- 
sion. Besides,  the  rulers  of  Russia  know  that  a  good 
many  things  which  were  never  intended  may  result 
from  the  war  A  hundred  and  thirty-five  years  ago, 
or  thereabouts,  French  soldiers  went  out  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  American  revolutionaries 
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against  Great  Britain,  but  they  came  home  to  fight 
for  themselves  against  their  King.  Russia  has 
renounced  Vodka  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  she 
may  renounce  Ikons  and  Czarism  as  well.  The 
minds  of  men  do  not  work  in  water-tight  compart- 
ments, and  every  act  of  ours  in  one  department  of 
life  has  its  effect  upon  our  views  and  actions  in 
every  other.  Moreover,  "  a  fight  to  a  finish  "  would 
entail  the  triumph  of  Socialism  in  Germany,  and 
with  Socialists  governing  in  Berlin  the  life  of  the 
Russian  Colossus  would  be  very  short. 

Lastly,  there  is  every  reason  why  Japan  should 
wish  for  peace,  since  she  has  scarcely  recovered 
from  the  strain  of  the  last  war,  and  must  see  that 
the  aggrandisement  of  Russia  in  the  West  may  well 
be  followed  by  an  increase  in  her  already  over- 
whelming predominance  in  Asia.  Japan  is  fighting 
to  acquire  the  status  of  a  Great  Power,  but  all  her 
sacrifices  of  men  and  money  will  at  best  only  result 
in  the  contemptuous  tolerance  which  so  often 
rewards  the  assiduitv  of  a  poor  relation.  Japan's 
only  chance  of  Salvation  lies  in  an  alliance  with 
China,  but  this,  fortunately  for  Europe,  she  is  not 
at  all  likely  to  undertake. 

"  All  very  well,"  it  will  be  said,  "  but  can 
England  possibly  think  at  present  of  peace  ?  Are 
we  not  pledged  to  fight.  '  until  German  militarism 
lies  crushed  and  bleeding,  never  to  rise  again  ?  '  " 
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Our  answer  to  this  is  that  while  German  militarism 
is  bad,  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  Russian  or 
French  militarism  is  much  better,  and  that  in  any 
case  we  must  allow  every  nation  to  choose  its  own 
form  of  militarism  just  as  it  chooses — or  is  supposed 
to  choose — its  own  form  of  religion.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  that  we  wish  only  to  crush  the  German 
army,  but  the  German  army  is  to  a  very  great 
extent  the  German  people. 

However  much  we  may  desire  to  crush  the 
German  army  and,  incidentally,  the  German  people, 
whose  arrogance  I  am  quite  ready  to  admit,  there  is 
one  most  important  reason — among  others — which 
should  make  us  prepared  to  consider  the  possibility 
of  an  honourable  peace.  This  reason  is  the  attitude 
of  Asia.  For  the  first  time  for  centuries  Asiatics 
are  able  to  rejoice  at  the  success  of  their  hosts  over 
the  hordes  of  Europe  in  Europe  itself,  and  to  gloat 
over  the  terrible  toll  taken  of  German  blood  by 
Sikh  bayonets  and  Gurkha  knives.  Asia  and  Africa 
have  been  called  in  to  punish  the  Huns  of  Europe, 
and  the  troops  from  India  and  Algiers  and  Senegal 
are  not  likely  to  forget  the  lesson  they  have  learned 
on  the  plains  of  France — the  lesson  that,  as  fighters, 
they  are  the  equals  of  any  white  soldiers  in  the 
world.  The  Daily  News  declares  that  "  War  is 
a  great  leveller,"  and  it  is  possible  that  one 
of   the   things   levelled   may  be   the  distinction 
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between  white  on  the  one  side,  and  yellow  and 
brown  and  black  on  the  other.  In  spite  of 
Mr.  Kipling,  East  and  West  have  at  last  met, 
never  wholly  to  part  again,  and  the  Bengal  Lancer 
charging  over  German  corpses  in  the  valleys  of 
France,  and  the  Senegalese  and  the  Turco,  put  in 
the  forefront  of  the  battle,  will  make  it  their 
business  to  see  that  the  colour  bar  is  washed  out, 
once  and  for  all,  in  the  waters  of  the  Rhine. 

0.  F.  Ryder. 

Thurlow,  Suffolk, 

November  llth,  1914. 
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